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A BilI for an Act entitled: "An Act revising laws related to fire

assessment feesi assessing fees to fand outside of municipalities

for wildland fire protection preparedness and avj-ation equipment

replacement; defining termsi amending sections 1-33-2202, 7-33-

2210, 76-73-L02, 76-13-103, 76-L3-104, '76-73-105, '76-13-L07, 76-

13-108, J6-13-111_, 16-L3-115,'76-73-1.11, 76-73-1,27, 76-13-126,

1 6-13-140, 1 6-73-20I, 7 6-13-202,'t 6-1,3-206, 16-1"3-201,'76-1_3-209,

16-L3-2I0, and 76-L3-212, MCA; repealing sections 16-73-203, 76-

73-204, 76-13-205, '16-73-208, and 16-L3-273, MCA and providing an

immediate effective date. "

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Montana:

Section 1. Section 1-33-2202, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-33-2202. Ftrnctions of county governing body. (1) The

county governing body, with respect to rural fire control, shall

carry out the specific authorities and duties imposed in this

section.

(2) The governing body shall:
(a) provide for the organization of volunteer rural fire

control crews; and

(b) provide for the formation of county volunteer fire

companies.
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(3) The governing body shall appoint a county rural fire

chief and as many district rural fire chiefs, subject to the

direction and supervision of the county rural fire chief, that it

considers necessary.

(4 ) Pursuant to 16-13-105€)-, the county governing body

shalI, within the limitations of 7-33-2205, 1-33-2206, 7-33-2208,

and 7-33-2209, either:

(a) directly protect from fire ffi wildl-and in the county

that is p6l

ffi under the proLection of a recognized agencv, or

under the protection of a municipality, state agency, or federal

agencyi or

(b) enter into an agreement for wildland fire protection

with a recognized agency, as that term is defined in 76-13-102.

(5) The county governing body may enter into mutual aid

agreements for itself and for county vofunteer fire companies

with:

(a) other fire districts;

(b) unincorporated municipalities;

(c) incorporated municipal-ities;

(d) state agencies;

(e) private fire prevention agencies;

(f) federal agencies;

(q) fire service areas;

(h) governing bodj-es of other political- subdivisions in

Montana; or

(i) governing bodies of fire protection services, emergency
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medical care providers, and local government subdivisions of any

other state or the Unlted States pursuant to Title 10, chapter 3,

part l- 1 .

(6) If the county governing body has not concluded a mutuaf

aid agreement, the county governing body, a representative of the

county governing body, or an incident commander may request

assistance pursuant to 10-3-209."

{ Internal References to 7-33-2202:
7-33-2210x 76-13-105x 76-13-105x\

Section 2. Section 1-33-221,0, MCA, is amended to read:

"7-33-22LO. State to be reirnbursed for wild]-and fire

suppression activities in noncooperating eounties. A county that

has not entered into a cooperative or other written agreement

with the state for wildland fire protection shal-l rej-mburse the

state for costs incurred by the state in connection with state

fire suppression activities resulting from a wildland fire

emergency on land wildfand in that county that is not i-rre

'tt"

protected through an agreement with a recognized agency, as

provided in 1-33-2202 (4) (b) . "

{Internal References to 7-33-2210: None.}

Section 3. Section 76-73-702, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-t3-LO2. Definitions. Unless the context requires

otherwise, in part 2 and this part, the foffowing definitions

apply:

LC EPA1
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(1) ilCommercial structureil means propertv that is used or

owned bV a business, a trade, or a corporation as that term is

clefinecl in 35-2-114, or that is used for the production of

income.

(a) A commercial structure may include industriaf propertv,

as defined in 15-1-l-01.

(h) The folfowino tvpes of propertv are not commercial

structures:
(i) aqricultural- Iand as defined in L5-1-202;

(ii) timberland and forest land,'

(iii) sinqle-famil-y residences and ancllIarv improvements

and improvements necessary to the functlon of a bo4a lrQe-lg-Im"

ranch, or stock operation;

(iv) mobile homes and manufactured homes used exclusive.ly ee

a residence except when help bv a distributor or deafer as stock

in tradei and

(iv) aII propertv described in 15-6-135.

1+rJ2- "Conservation" means the protection and wj-se use of

forest, range, water, and soil resources in keeping with the

coflrmon welf are of the people of thj-s state.

1+ll!) "Department" means the department of natural

resources and conservation provided for in Title 2, chapter 15,

part 33.

(4\ "DweIIi-ng" means a commercial structure or a single

familv residence.

€11!l_ "Forest land"

standing or down; stash; or brush to eorrstitute in the judgmetrt

LC EPA1
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has the meaninq provided in 15-44-

L02.

{+|re_L (a) "Forest practi-ces" means the harvesting of

trees, road construction or reconstruction associated wit.h

harvestj-ng and accessing trees, site preparation for regeneration

of a timber stand, reforestation, and the management of logging

s fash .

(b) The term does not lncl-ude activities for the purpose

of:

(i) the operation of a nursery or Christmas tree farmi

(fi) the harvest of Christmas treesi

(iii) the harvest of firewood; or

(iv) the cutting of trees for personal use by an owner or

operator.

(1\ "Improvements" has the same meaning as provided in 15-1-

101 .

1t+19_L "Operator" means a person responsible for conducting

forest practices. An operator may be the owner, the owner's

agent, ot a person who, through contractua.l- agreement with the

landowner, is obligated to or entitled to conduct forest
practices or to carry out a timber sal-e.

16ll_?l_ "Owner" means the person, firm, association, or

corporation having the actual, beneficial ownership of ffi

LC FPA1
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rm-srrraFiort the parcel .

(10) (a) "Parcel" means a tract or plot of land

distinquishable bv ownership boundaries.

(b) The term does not include state trust land as defined in

1 1 -!-L]r .

trlf U "Person" means an individual, corporation,

partnership, or association of any kind.

+ry]f?l- "Recognized agency" means an agency organized for

the purpose of providing fire protection and recognized by the

department as giving adequate fire protection to lands in

accordance with rules adopted by the department.

(13) "Sinqle-familv residence" means a structure oriqinallV

constructed or converted for use and occupancv bv a single-familv

unit and whose primarv use is currentlv one of occupancv bv a

sinqfe-familv unit.

++l(14)_ "Timber sale" means a series of forest practices

desiqned to access, harvest, and regenerate trees on a defined

land area.

hiq

it"e.

-----+t2+l]ll_ "V{i ldland" means an_area-

i-n'et

ffi l-and outside the boundaries of a municipaLity,

includinq zones in which human development, however scattered,

LC FPA1
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meets or interminqles with undeveloped land or veqetative fuels.

fli+lf1Ql "Wildland fire" means

ffi an unplanned, unwanted fire burninq uncontrolled

on wil-dfand and consuminq veqetative fuels.

1-1+)-(1L "Wildland fj-re protection" mffilTs includes but is

not limited to the work of prevention, detection, and suppression

of wil-dland fires

ffiiorrs.

Id'

aEtrryffigln"

*+5t
(18) "WildLand fire protectlon preparedness" means

activlti-es i-n advance of fire occurrence to prepare for wildfand

flre suppression.

(a) The term includes but is not limited to:
(i) training and placement of personnel, planni-nq,

procuring. and maintaining eguipment, development of fire defense

improvements, and maintaininq cooperative arranqements with other

agencies; and

(ii) replacinq and upqradinq aviation used in wildland fire

suppression.

(b) The term does not incl-ude wildland fire suppression.

(19) "Wildland fire season" means t.hose instances when the

department determj-nes that danqerous wildland fire conditions

exist.

LC FPA1
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(20) "Wildl-and fire suppression" means alI work and

activj-ties connected with controf an@

fire is completelv extinquished and the work of repairinq damaqe

caused by the fire suppresslon activities has been completed.

(2:-) "Wildland-urban interface" means the 1ine, area, or

zone where structures and other human development meet or

intermingle with undevefoped wildl-and or vegetative fuels. "

{ Internal References to 76-13-102 :

a7-33-2202 176-13-2031

Section 4. Secti-on 75-13-103, MCA, is amended to read:

"?6-13-103. AppJ.icaloi1ity. Part 2 and this part apply to

all state and private lands within this state that are

susceptible to riv'ild-Fire wild]and fj-re, as determined by the

department. "

{Internal References to 76-13-103: None.}

Section 5. Section 16-13-704, MCA, is amended to read:

"?6-13-104. Ftrnctions of department -- ruJ.emaking. (1) (a)

The department has the duty to ensure the protection of land

under state and private ownership and to suppress wi{dFirc

wildland fires on Iand under state and private ownership. Eees

may not be collected for this purpose except fees provided for in
'7 6-13-207 and 7 6-73-201 .

(b) The department maY

initial attack on alI lands

engage in wiftFir= wildland fire

if the fire threatens to move onto

i-nninq with discoverv and continuing unti

LC EPA1
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state or private land.

(2) (a) The department shall adopt rul_es to protect the

natural- resources of the state, especially the natural resources

owned by the state, from destruction by fire and for that

purpose, in declared emergencies, may employ personnel and incur

other expenses when necessary.

(b) The department may adopt and enforce reasonabl-e rufes

for the purpose of enforcing and accomplishi-ng the provisions and

purposes of part 2 and this part.

(3) The duty imposed on the department under this section

is not exclusive to the department and does not absolve private

property owners or local- governmental fire agencies organized

under Title J, chapter 33, from any fire protection or

suppression responsibilities .

(4) The department may give technical and practical advice

concerning forest, range, water, and soil conservation and the

establishment and maj-ntenance of woodlots, windbreaks,

shelterbelts, and fire protection.

(5) The department shall cooperate with all public and

other agencies in the development, protection, and conservation

of the forest, range, and water resources in this state.
(6) The department shaII establ-ish and maintain wildland

f ire control trai-ni-ng programs.

(7) The department shafl appoint firewardens in the number

and local-ities that it considers necessary and shal-1 adopt rules

prescribing the qualifications and duties of firewardens that are

in addition to those provided in 76-13-116.

LC FPA1
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(B) The departmenL shall adopt rules addressing development

wj-thin the wildland-urban interface, including but not limited

to:

(a) best practices for development within the

wildland-urban interface,' and

(b) criteria for providing grant and loan assistance to

local- government entities to encourage adoption of best practices

for development within the wildl-and-urban interface.

(9) (a) The department shall establ-ish a good neighbor

policy that would allow the department to enter into a

cooperating and coordinating agreement or contract that

authorizes the state forester to engage in forest management and

education activities to:

(i) reduce wildland fire risk and intenslty on federal land

designated as wil-dland-urban interface under 16-L3-145,' and

(ii) take advantage of federal- authority that promotes

sustainabfe forest management.

(b) Forest management activities to reduce wildland fire

risk and j-ntensity included in the good neighbor policy must

j-nclude the authority to:

(i) treat insect-infested trees;

(ii) reduce hazardous fuels; and

(iii) conduct any other activities to improve the overall

diversity and vigor of forested landscapes.

(10) The department has the authority to intervene in

Iitigation or appeals on federal forest management projects that

involve reduction of hazardous fuels or other activi-ties to

10 LC EPA1
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mitigate the risk of wildland fire in the wil-dland-urban

interface.

(11) The department shall notifv the oubl-ic when it

determines that a wifdland fire season has bequn and when it

determines that the wil-dland fire season ends. "

{ InternaT References to 76-13-104:
x7-33-22L5 x 76-13-116)

Section 5. Section 16-L3-105, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-13-105. Protection of lands and improvements from fire.

(1) ffi Wildland and improvements may be

protected by the department

rec-ogtff directly, indirectlv, or throuqh

contract.

i=

tf"

i-re

i

--------F)- Q) Private and public

i-re

wildland that is not under the protection

of a recognized agency or a municipality must be protected by a

county as provided in 1-33-2202. The county governi-ng body shall

either provide direct protection, as provided in 1-33-2202(4) r or

it shafl enter into an agreement for protection with a recognized

11 LC FPA1
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agency. "

{Internal References to 76-13-705:
7-3i-2202a 76-13-207a 76-13-212xj

Section 7. Section 16-L3-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"?6-13'107. C].assification of forest lands. The department

may shall classify t*re as forest land

whieh eonservation and fire proteetion measures are reasonably

is.?rcrFtr anv land that is classlfied as

forest land bv the department of revenue under Titl-e 15. "

{ Internal References to 76-13-707 :
76-13-105a 76-13-212aj

Section 8. Section 76-13-108, MCA, is amended to read:

"?6-13-108. Person responsible for perfornrance of duties.

(1) If the owner does not appear upon the public records as

the holder of the legal- title to the land or timber, the owner is

nevertheless primarily responsible for the performance of the

acts and duties imposed upon the owner by part 2 and this part.

(2) When the owner of the timber is not the owner of the

land, the primary responsibility for the performance of the acts

and duties imposed by part 2 and this part is upon the owner of

the timber.

(3) Vfhen the state has title to ffiilran

crrEaff wildland, it must be

considered as an owner and

i-rr

72 LC FPA1
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srqarr is primarilv responsible

for the performance of the acts and duties imposed upon the owner

bv part 2 and this part. "

{Internal References to 76-13-108:
76-13-213r\

Section 9. Section 76-73-\77, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-13-111. PermissibJ.e e:<penditures. (1) The following

funds may be expended as directed by the department for fire

ion wildfand fire protection,

wildland fire protection preparedness, and wildland fire

suppression and for forest range, water, and soil conservation:

(a) at+-raerrreys money collected @ as

assessments on forest l-ands ;

(b) morreys money collected for the abatement of public

nuisances;

(c) aII fines collected, except those collected in a

justice's court, for violations of this part or part 2i

(d) the state's share of the cooperative fire protection

funds all-ocated by the federal government;

(e) any other funds provided for the purposes herein

indicated.

(2) AII other cooperative funds collected, appropriated, or

al1ocated for the use of the department, including funds for the

removal of slash hazards resulting from logging or other wood

operations on state and private forest lands, those provided for

the purpose of helping to maintain the maximum productivity of

13 LC EPA1
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the forests of the state, those provided for purposes designed to

assist the farmers of the state in the establishment of

windbreaks and woodlots in Iocalities where those forest

plantings are helpful, and funds for other cooperative work, may

not be expended except for the specific purposes for which they

were collected, appropriated, or allocated. "

{Internal References to 76-13-117: None.}

Section 10. Section 76-13-L15, MCA, is amended to read:

,'76-13-115. State fire policy. The legi-slature finds and

declares that:

(1) the safety of the public and of firefighters is

paramount in all wjldFire wildland fire suppression activities;

(2) it is a priority to minimj_ze property and resource Ioss

resulting from w.i-ldfire wildland fire and to minimize expense to

Montana taxpayers, which is generally accomplished through an

aggressive and rapid initial attack effort;

(3) interagency cooperation and coordination among local,

state, and federal agencies are intended and encouraged,

i-ncfuding cooperation when restricting activity or closing areas

to access becomes necessaryi

(4) fire prevention, hazard reduction, and loss mitigation

are fundamental components of this policy;

(5) all property in Montana has wift'Fire wildland fire

protection from a recognized fire protection enti-ty,'

(6) all private property owners and federal and state

public Iand management agencies have a responsibility to manage

74 LC FPA1
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resources, mitigate fire hazards, and otherwise prevent fires on

their property;

(1) sound forest management actlvj-ties to reduce fire risk,

such as thinning, prescribed burning, and insect and disease

treatments, improve the overafl diversity and vigor of forested

landscapes and improve the condition of related water, wiIdlife,

recreation, and aesthetj-c resources;

(B) development of fire protection guidelines for the

wildland-urban interface is critical to improving public safety

and for reducing rj-sk and loss; and

(9) catastrophic wildland fire in wj-ldland-urban interface

areas resulting from inadequate federal land management

activities to reduce fire rj-sk has the potential to jeopardize

Montanans' inalienabl-e riqht to a clean and heal-thful environment

guaranteed 1n Article II, section 3, of the Montana

constitution. "

{Internal References to 76-13-115.' None.}

Section 11. Sectj-on 16-1,3-711 , MCA, is amended to read:

"76-L3-LL7. (Temporary) State assistance to J.ocaL

glovernments as consuJ.tant for federal. J.and managtement proposals

-- ruJ.emaking. (1) The department of natural- resources and

conservation, at the request of and in coordination wlth a Iocal
government as defined in 1-tL-I002, may serve as a consulting

subject matter expert on federal vegetation management projects.

(2) The department may provide the assistance to local
governments Iisted in subsection (1) on projects that address

L5 LC FPA1
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forest heal-th or rrild-fire wildland fire risk.

(3) The department may establish a minimal procedure for

Iocal governments to request state assistance pursuant to

76-13-118 and this section.

(4) The department shall give priority to requests and

services pursuant to this section that wiII:

(a) reduce excessive wildFire wildland fire fuel-s that

endanger communities, infrastructure, or municipal watersheds;

(b) enhance economic productivity in economically depressed

counties,' and

(c) not exceed availabl-e staff time and resources.

(5) The department may adopt rules to implement this

section. (Terminates June 30, 2O20--sec. 6, Ch. 425, L. 2015.)"

{ Internal References to 76-13-777:
76-73-118x\

Section 12. Section 16-13-L2L, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-t3'L2L. Permit for burning required. (1) During tlre

w.ifrFi-re a wildland fire season c,r-r€xeaftsiffiire

seaserrr, a person may not ignite or set a fire, including a

slash-burning fire, land-clearing fire, debris-burning firer or.r

except as provided in subsection (2), an open fire without an

official written permit to ignite or set the fire from the

recognized agency for that protection area.

(2) (a) If no restrictions are in pIace, a permit is not

needed for recreational fires measuring less than 4B inches in

di-ameter that are surrounded by a nonflammable area or structure

L6 LC FPA1
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and for which a suitable source of extinguishing the fire 1s

avaifable.

(b) A recreational fire may not be i-gnited if special

restrictions prohibiting recreational fires have been established

by an authority having jurisdiction. "

{Internal References to 76-73-127:
7-33-2205x 7-33-2205x 76-73-123x\

Section 13. Section 16-1-3-126, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-L3-L26. Restrictions on mi]-L waste. (1) Before each

w:ift'ftire wildfand fire season, all persons, firmsr or

corporations creating or responsible for mill waste within forest

areas shafl- treat, dispose of, remover or reduce the hazards

created so that the accumulation of the waste does not constitute

a fire hazard.

(2) A sawmifl located within or contiguous to forest lands

may not accumulate in one pile sawdust in excess of an amount

resulti-ng from the sawlng of 500,000 feet log scale of sawlogs.

However, a larger sawdust pile may be accumulated when there is

no reasonable danger of fire from the sawdust pile and a permit

for the additlonal accumulation is granted by the department. If

burning is the disposal method elected, each sawdust pile must be

prepared for burning by cribbing the base of each pile wj-th slabs

and must be burned in accordance with rules adopted by the

department. "

{Internal References to 76-73-726: None.l

17 LC FPA1
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Section 14. Section 75-L3-140, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-L3-L40. Lega]. representation for state firefighters.

(1) The department shatl pay reasonable attorney fees and

costs for outside lega1 counsel to defend a firefighter employed

by the department against a criminal prosecution for a good faith

act or omission by the firefighter arising from the firefighter's

perf ormance of duties during a w'j*dfire wildf and f ire. The

department may determine whether the firefighter's act or

omission was in good faith and arising from the performance of

t.he f iref ighter's duties during a wildFire wj-l-dland f ire. The

requirement to pay attorney fees and costs does not apply to any

postconviction IegaI proceedings.

(2) The department shall adopt rules to implement this

section. tt

{InternaL References to 76-13-140: None.}

Section 15. Section 76-I3-20L, MCA, is amended to read:

"16-13-2OL. €oa,ts Fees for wildland fi!!e protection f=ont

fi?e prepare&ress.

i='

aEeney is subjeet to Ehe fees for fire proteeEion provided in

t:]:is-secfion=

(2) The departrnent shatl provide fire proteeEion to the

lanet eleseribed in subseetion (t) at a eost to the tandowner of

noE more Ehan $5e f

and of not more Elran an additionat 30 eents per aere per year for

1B LC FPA1
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(4) Other charges may not be assessed to a grrriei:pa*irrE

l=rtdotr?ter parcel owner except in cases of proved negligence on

the part of the r:arrdcmrrer parcel owner or'the l:arrffi parcel

owner's agent or in the event of a violation of 50-63-L03."

{ Internal References to 7 6-Lj-201- :
76-L3-104x 76-Li-105a 76-L3-11Ax 76-1-3-207a
76-73-272x 76-73-2131 76-13-273r1

19 LC FPA1
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Section 16. Section 16-13-202, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-13-202. Means by which department may provide

protection. The department may provide for w'i#Fire wildl-and fire

protection of any wildlands through the department or by contract

or any other feasible means, in cooperation with any federal,

state, or other recognized agency. "

{Internal References to 76-13-202: None.}

Section 17. Section 76-73-206, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-L3-2O6. T{hat constitutes compLiance with duty to

protect agrainst fire. An owner of

w' wildland while a member of or

whil-e participating in a recognized agency for wil-dland fire

protection or within areas protected by a county must be

considered to have fulIy complied with the requirements of

t 6-73-2L2."

{Internaf References to 76-L3-206: None.l

Section 18. Section 76-L3-207, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-L3-2O7. Determination and collection of costs--of fees

for wi].d].an{ fire protection preparedrress. (1) The department

shal-l prepare an annual operation assessment plan to determine itt

trffirwildl and f ire protection preparedness costsffi.

The department shaIl request the legisJ-ature to appropriate the

state's portion of the cost and up to $1 miflion annuallv for

aviation eguipment repfacement.

20 LC FPA1
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(2) On or before the fj-rst Tuesday in September of each

year, the department shall certify in writing to the department

of revenue the

i-o.nT amount of the

leqisl-ative appropriation.

(3) Upon receiving the certificate from the department

showing the

iTr

appropriation, the department of revenue

shal-1 determine the fees per parcel, dwel-l-ing, and forest land

necessary to qenerate the revenue to fund no more than one-thlrd

of the wildland fire protection preparedness appropriation and

the aviation equipment replacement appropriatj-on.

(3) The department of revenue shall include in the property

tax record the fee or fees to be paid bv the owners of parcels,

dwellinqs, and forest land. The sums are obliqations of the

owners. to be paid and col-lected in the same manner and at the

2t LC EPA1
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same time and subtect to the same penalties as qeneral- state and

countv taxes upon the same propertv are col

fee amounts to ensure that sufficient funds are generated to meet

the appropriation.
(5) (a) The department of revenue shalf adopt rules to

impfement the calculation of the fire fees and determination of

parcefs, dwellinqs. and forest lands that are subiect to the fire

fees. The rufes maV include adiustments for the percentaqe of

owners who fail to pav the fees.

(b) Eor purposes of determininq the base fire fee, dweffinq

fire fee, and forest land fire fee, the department of revenue

shafl divide the total wifdland fire protection preparedness

aoorooriation plus anv uncollected fees from prior years by the

tot-al of statewide oarcels, dwellinqs, and forest lands."

{ Internal References to 76-13-207 :

76-13 105a 76-13-201a 76-13-201a 76-13-209x
-. . a 

^1a 
\/a-tJ-z_LJr l

Section 19. Section 76-13-209, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-L3-2O9. Disposition of assessments. (1) Money collected

by the county treasurer pursuant to 1 6-73-207 must be remitted to

the state for deposit in two accounts in the state special

revenue fund.

(2) Funds in the wj-Id]and fire protection preparedness

account mav be used for wil-dland fire protection preparednesE.

Anv unspent funds as of Seplember 1 of each year mus

transferred to the aviation equipm

artment of revenue sha nnuaflv adiust the fi

aaLL LC FPA1
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(3) Eunds in the aviatlon eguipment rep.l-acement account mav

be used to repl-ace avi-ation equipment.

(4) Funds in either account may be used durinq a biennium

for wildland fire suppression provided the account is reimbursed

from another fundinq source before the end of a fiscal year. "

{InternaT References to 76-13-209: None.}

Section 20. Section 76-L3-270, MCA, is amended to read:

"76-L3-2LO. Payment under protest. An owner who is required

to pay to the county treasurer any sum for wildland fire

protection preparedness or aviation equipment repl-acment as

required by part 1 or this part and who contends that the owner

is not legally obligated to pay the s:rrr fees or a part of the s,r:m

fees shall pay it to the county treasurer under written protest,

stating the reasons for the protest. The payment under protest

and aII proceedings subsequent to the payment must conform with

the law of this state providing for the payment of taxes under

protest and action to recover the payment. In the hearing and

determination of any action to recover the payment under protest,

aIl questions of the legality and reasonableness of the

proceedings of the department may be reviewed and decided. "

{tnternaT References to 76-13-210: None.}

Section 21. Sect.ion 16-L3-272, MCA, is amended to read:
n16-L3-2L2. Duty of J.andowner to protect against fire.
(1) ffi A parcel owner shall protect aqainst

the starting or existence of fire and shall suppress the spread

23 LC FPA1
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of fire on that Land parcel. This protection and suppression must

be in conformity with reasonable rules and standards for adequate

fire protection adopted by the department.

(2) (a) The provisions of 76-13-201, apply to att a parcel

owner

.

(b) If an a parcel owner of fanrdtoes not provide for

protection against the starti-ng or existence of fj-re and for fire

suppression and the fand does not meet the criterj-a in subsection

(2) (a), the parcel owner may request that the department provide

protection as provided in 76-l-3-105. "

1 Internal References to 76-73-272:
76-73-206x\

NEW SECTION. Section 22. {standard} Repealer. The

following sections of the Montana Code Annotated are repealed:

16-13-203. Extension of wildfire season.

'76-13-204. Creation, annexation of Iand into, and dissolution

of wildland fire protection districts.

7 6-73-205. Determination of boundaries of district.

1 6-L3-208. Nature of assessments for wildland fire

protection.

1 6-73-213. Formula to set landowner assessments for fire

protection.

{Inxernal References to 76-13-20i: None.
Internaf References to 76-73-204: 7-33-2202a 7-33-2270a 76-13-705x
Internaf References to 76-L3-205: None.
Internaf References to 76-13-208: None.
Internaf References to 76-13-213; /Vone. i
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NEW SECTION. Section 23. {etandard} Effective date. [This

actl is effective on passage and approval.

NEW SECTION. Section 24. AppJ.icabiJ.ity. [This act] applies

to tax years beginning after ??.

-END-
{mame : Joe KoLman
Title : Environmental Policy Director
Agency: Legislative Services Division
Phone : 444-3747
E-Mail: jkolmanGmt.gov)
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